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2012 Emmy Award Predictions from Experts & Users

by Jason Dietz, Metacritic Features Editor
September 20, 2012

| 0 user comments

Updated 9/23 at 10:30a with even more experts and picks; all predicted winners remain the same, with the exception of the
outstanding drama category, where Mad Men has opened up a slight lead over Breaking Bad.

Who are the favorites heading into Sunday's big ceremony?

Sunday night, Jimmy Kimmel hosts the 64th Primetime
Emmy Awards, which will be broadcast live coast-to-
coast on ABC beginning at 8p ET / 5p PT. This year's
nominees include usual suspects like Modern Family
and Mad Men as well as newcomers such as American
Horror Story and Homeland.

Which of these shows will be busy collecting trophies on
Sunday evening? To get an idea of the likely winners in

each of 22 categories, we have tabulated the predictions
of over 30 professional "experts," including awards show
followers, television writers, and critics. Earlier this summer we also asked our users to make
their own picks, and results from their nearly 2,400 votes are also included below. For what it's
worth, neither group was very reliable last year; the top expert had a 63% accuracy rate, while
the user consensus was wrong slightly more often than it was right. Perhaps this year will be
different.

The experts included in our survey this year are: Cory Barker (TV.com), Chuck Barney
(Contra Costa Times), Robert Bianco* (USA Today), Jesse Carp (Cinema Blend), Eric
Deggans (Tampa Bay Times), Lynn Elber* (Associated Press), Joyce Eng (TV Guide), Maria
Elena Fernandez (The Daily Beast), Daniel Fienberg (HitFix), Maggie Furlong* (Huffington
Post), Verne Gay (Newsday), Tim Goodman (The Hollywood Reporter), Elena Howe* (Los
Angeles Times), Jace Lacob (The Daily Beast), Oliver Lyttelton (The Playlist), Daniel Manu*
(Television Without Pity), Bruce Miller (Sioux City Journal), Tom O'Neil (Gold Derby), Joanne
Ostrow (Denver Post), Vinnie Penn (MSN TV), Gail Pennington (St. Louis Post-Dispatch),
Rick Porter* (Zap2lt), Ray Richmond (Deadline), Matt Roush* (TV Guide), Maureen Ryan*
(Huffington Post), Alan Sepinwall (HitFix), Jill Serjeant* (Reuters), Paul Sheehan (Gold
Derby), Alex Strachan (Postmedia News), Ken Tucker* (Entertainment Weekly), Kristi
Turnquist (The Oregonian), and Glenn Whipp (The Envelope/Los Angeles Times).

* Predictions made at goldderby.com
Note that some experts did not make predictions in every category. Click on any link above to view individual predictions.

Comedy nominees

Log In | Sign up

B>

BUILD & PRICE

VIEW INCENTIVES

Popular Features

LEGS

2015 Preview
Awards Coverage
Home Video Guides

Music Monday

Film Friday
Best of the

Best of 2014
Best of 2013
Best of 2012
Best of 2011
Best of 2010

Decade Best of 2009

New in Metacritic Features

d DVD/Blu-ray Release Calendar:

January 2015
December 31, 2014

Winter/Spring TV Premiere Calendar
December 26, 2014

The Best (and Worst) New TV Shows
of 2014
December 23, 2014

Metacritic User Poll: Vote for the
Best of 2014!
December 15, 2014

2014 Golden Globe Nominations
December 11, 2014

Best of 2014: Television Critic Top
Ten Lists
December 9, 2014

Best of November 2014: Top Albums,
Games, Movies & TV
November 30, 2014

DVD/Blu-ray Release Calendar:
December 2014
November 26, 2014


http://www.metacritic.com/feature/2012-primetime-emmy-award-nominees
http://www.tv.com/news/emmys-2012-rapid-probably-premature-winner-predictions-29158/
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_21583665/emmy-awards-2012-predicting-who-tvs-big-winners
http://www.goldderby.com/Robert%20Bianco/mypredictions/#Event1082
http://www.cinemablend.com/television/2012-Emmy-Predictions-Who-Win-Who-Should-Dark-Horses-47247.html
http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/media/content/enough-about-sundays-emmys-its-time-deggys
http://www.goldderby.com/Lynn%20Elber/mypredictions/#Event1082
http://www.tvguide.com/News/2012-Emmy-Predictions-1053295.aspx
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/09/20/2012-emmy-awards-our-predictions-for-who-will-win.html
http://www.hitfix.com/blogs/whats-alan-watching
http://www.goldderby.com/Maggie%20Furlong/mypredictions/#Event1082
http://www.newsday.com/entertainment/tv/our-critic-s-emmy-picks-1.4015155
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/bastard-machine/emmys-nominees-winners-predictions-modern-family-372971
http://www.goldderby.com/Elena%20Howe/mypredictions/#Event1082
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/09/20/2012-emmy-awards-our-predictions-for-who-will-win.html
http://www.goldderby.com/Daniel%20Manu/mypredictions/#Event1082
http://siouxcityjournal.com/entertainment/television/predictions-who-will-win-the-emmys/article_32adfeac-d116-5984-aa3e-4dee79000264.html
http://www.goldderby.com/TomONeil/mypredictions/#Event1082
http://www.denverpost.com/television/ci_21594881/ostrow-predicting-2012-emmy-awards-primetime-television
http://tv.msn.com/emmys/winner-predictions/story/feature/
http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/television/gail-pennington/and-the-emmy-will-go-to/article_c6ddeb56-0297-11e2-8554-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.goldderby.com/Rick%20Porter/mypredictions/
http://www.deadline.com/2012/09/emmys-2012-primetime-nominees-lead-actors-actresses/
http://www.goldderby.com/Matt%20Roush/mypredictions/
http://www.goldderby.com/Mo%20Ryan/mypredictions/
http://www.hitfix.com/blogs/whats-alan-watching
http://www.goldderby.com/Jill%20Serjeant/mypredictions/
http://www.goldderby.com/Paul%20Sheehan/mypredictions/#Event1082
http://www.montrealgazette.com/entertainment/Emmys+full+surprises+snoozes/7272125/story.html
http://www.goldderby.com/Ken%20Tucker/mypredictions/
http://www.oregonlive.com/movies/index.ssf/2012/09/the_64th_primetime_emmy_awards.html
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/envelope/goldstandard/
http://www.goldderby.com/awardshows/experts/emmys/comedy-series.html
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/more/2015-preview
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/more/best-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/features/more/awards
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/more/best-of-2013
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/more/dvd-calendar
http://www.metacritic.com/features/more/best-of-2012
http://www.metacritic.com/features/more/music-monday
http://www.metacritic.com/features/more/best-of-2011
http://www.metacritic.com/features/more/film-friday
http://www.metacritic.com/features/more/best-of-2010
http://www.metacritic.com/features/more/best-of-the-decade
http://www.metacritic.com/features/more/best-of-2009
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/dvd-blu-ray-release-calendar-january-2015
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/dvd-blu-ray-release-calendar-january-2015
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-premiere-dates
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-premiere-dates
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-new-tv-shows-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-new-tv-shows-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/vote-for-the-best-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/vote-for-the-best-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/2014-golden-globe-nominations
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/2014-golden-globe-nominations
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-critics-pick-10-best-tv-shows-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-critics-pick-10-best-tv-shows-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-of-november-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-of-november-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/dvd-blu-ray-release-calendar-december-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/dvd-blu-ray-release-calendar-december-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/
http://www.metacritic.com/feature
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/movie
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/game
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/album
https://secure.metacritic.com/login
https://secure.metacritic.com/signup
http://www.metacritic.com/movie
http://www.metacritic.com/game
http://www.metacritic.com/tv
http://www.metacritic.com/music
http://www.metacritic.com/feature
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/2012-expert-emmy-award-predictions#comments

While it seems obvious to most observers that Modern Family will take home its third
consecutive Emmy for best comedy series, deciding which of that show's actors will get
rewarded this year is a dicier proposition (in that you may as well roll some dice to pick which
ones will win this time). Both experts and users give Louis C.K. a slight edge in the lead actor
competition, thinking, perhaps, that Emmy voters will use the award as a consolation prize for
failing to nominate his show (Louie) for best comedy series. (He also has a fighting chance in
the directing and writing categories.) While users feel that Amy Poehler will finally get rewarded
for her excellent work on Parks and Recreation, experts know that Emmy voters cannot resist
Julia Louis-Dreyfus; if the latter wins, it will be for the third time, across three different shows.

30 Rock 0% % |
NBC

The Big Bang Theory 0% 13% |
CBS

Curb Your Enthusiasm 0% 9% [
HBO

Girls

HBO o I .

Modern Family
ABC

orv MM 5% Ll

Veep

0% 3% |
HBO

Alec Baldwin

0% 1%

30 Rock ’ °.
Don Cheadl
on ea' e 9% I 4% [
House of Lies
Louis C.K.

47% 46%
Louio o [ b
JonC
on Cryer 0% 3% [
Two and a Half Men
L David
arry Davi ' 3% I 7% i
Curb Your Enthusiasm

Jim Parsons

1 [ 0% [l

The Big Bang Theory

Zooey Deschanel

6% 21%
New Girl o ° -
Lena Dunham

3% 12%
Girls “ | .
Edie Fal
die acol 0% 4% [
Nurse Jackie
Tina Fey 0% 129 [
30 Rock

Yy

Julia Louis-Dreyfus o _
16%
Veep 2 ©

Melissa McCarthy

) 3% | 5% |
Mike & Molly

December 29, 2014 - 1 comment

H The Best Albums of 2014

FleshWorld : Can't disagree with Black Messiah, but
this group of mainstream critics missed a couple of
gems: Bella Novela's... Read »

December 17, 2014 - 4 comments

l The Best iPhone and iPad Games of 2014

DudeUnknown : FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY'S.
BOTH GAMES. Read »

" Metacritic User Poll: Vote for the Best of
2014!
December 15, 2014 - 20 comments

artexplosion : Best videogames: 1. Shovel Knight 2.
Mario Kart 8 3. Bayonetta 2 4. Dark Souls 2 5. Super
Smash Bros. for Wii U... Read »

baole58 : Best game: #5 Dragon Age: Inquisition #4
Hearthstone #3 Bayonetta 2 #2 Dark Souls Il #1
Super Smash Bros. for... Read »

baole58 : Best movie: Boyhood - Finest film of the
21st century Best TV show: Game of Thrones Best
album: Black Messiah Best... Read »

Best of 2014: Television Critic Top Ten
Lists
December 9, 2014 - 22 comments

giantslor : A couple lists you haven't added yet:
http://www.ign.com/blogs/mattfowler/2014/12/05/the-
20-best-tv-shows-of-2014... Read »

giantslor : A couple lists you haven't added yet:
http://www.ign.com/blogs/mattfowler/2014/12/05/the-
20-best-tv-shows-of-2014... Read »

2014-15 TV Season Scorecard
August 6, 2014 - 10 comments

LindaJF16 : | heard The Bridge will be back....I hope
so. Read »

Winter/Spring TV Premiere Calendar
December 26, 2014 - 19 comments

NotchFilter : 'Tis a shame that /Love It or List It/ and
/The Property Brothers/ shows do not appear in the
area of the site where... Read »

House of Cards: Reviews for the Complete

1st Season
February 20, 2013 - 13 comments

IvanK : Odd: at least in the first half-season,
Congressman Underwood never picks up a phone to
ask anyone for money for his... Read »

SO FAR THIS YEAR,
CHEVRON HAS
PARTNERED WITH 3,600
OF AMERICA'S SMALL

BUSINESSES.

LEARN MORE )



http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-albums-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-iphone-and-ipad-games-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/vote-for-the-best-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-critics-pick-10-best-tv-shows-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-renewal-scorecard-2014-2015-season
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-premiere-dates
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/house-of-cards-netflix-full-season-1-reviews
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-albums-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-albums-of-2014#comments
http://www.metacritic.com/user/FleshWorld
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-albums-of-2014#comment_320522804
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-iphone-and-ipad-games-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-iphone-and-ipad-games-of-2014#comments
http://www.metacritic.com/user/DudeUnknown
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/best-iphone-and-ipad-games-of-2014#comment_320522805
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/vote-for-the-best-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/vote-for-the-best-of-2014#comments
http://www.metacritic.com/user/artexplosion
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/vote-for-the-best-of-2014#comment_320522808
http://www.metacritic.com/user/baole58
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/vote-for-the-best-of-2014#comment_320522807
http://www.metacritic.com/user/baole58
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/vote-for-the-best-of-2014#comment_320522806
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-critics-pick-10-best-tv-shows-of-2014
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-critics-pick-10-best-tv-shows-of-2014#comments
http://www.metacritic.com/user/giantslor
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-critics-pick-10-best-tv-shows-of-2014#comment_320522810
http://www.metacritic.com/user/giantslor
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-critics-pick-10-best-tv-shows-of-2014#comment_320522809
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-renewal-scorecard-2014-2015-season
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-renewal-scorecard-2014-2015-season#comments
http://www.metacritic.com/user/LindaJF16
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-renewal-scorecard-2014-2015-season#comment_320522802
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-premiere-dates
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-premiere-dates#comments
http://www.metacritic.com/user/NotchFilter
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/tv-premiere-dates#comment_320522801
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/house-of-cards-netflix-full-season-1-reviews
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/house-of-cards-netflix-full-season-1-reviews#comments
http://www.metacritic.com/user/IvanK
http://www.metacritic.com/feature/house-of-cards-netflix-full-season-1-reviews#comment_320522803

Amy Poehler
Parks and Recreation

0, 0,
16% [l 30% [l Recommended
@ Best PC Video Games for 2014

Postal 2: Share the Pain

Comedy Supporting Actor

Ty Burrell
32% 35%
Modern Family ° °
Jesse Tyler Ferguson
Modern Family 0% 10% | Fallout 3
J
Ed O'Neill
43% 19% .
Modern Family ° ° z 1he New Hyundai Sonata®: One
Drive & You'll Get It
xax (;r'e;-enfleld 7% I 13% | Hyundai Sponsored :$
lew Girl
Bill Hader 2 I 13% Learn more Powered by YAHOOQ! for you
Saturday Night Live : °
Eri
ric Stonest‘reet 149% . 9% i
Modern Family

Comedy Supporting Actress Experts m

Maymll Bialik 1% I
The Big Bang Theory

16% ||

Julie Bowen

369 18%
Modern Family & - °
Kath

athryn Joosten . 18% . 5% [

Desperate Housewives
Sofia Vergara

14% 27%
Modern Family ; . ° -
Merritt WeYer 0% 4% [
Nurse Jackie
Kristen Wiig

21% 28%
Saturday Night Live ’ o

Community
"Remedial Chaos Theory" by Chris 0% 31% [
McKenna
Girls
Y 21%
"Pilot" by Lena Dunham 0 ° .
Louie
22% 27%
"Pregnant” by Louis C.K. : ° -
Park R i
arks and Recreation 1% 17% B
"The Debate" by Amy Poehler
Parks and Recreation 19 "
"Win, Lose, or Draw" by Michael Schur * & 1

Curb Your Enthusiasm 25% - 12% |



https://yahoo.com/
https://s.yimg.com/uq/syndication/yad-iframe.73d42ba.html#
http://www.metacritic.com/browse/games/score/metascore/year/pc
http://www.metacritic.com/browse/games/score/metascore/year/pc
http://www.metacritic.com/game/pc/postal-2-share-the-pain
http://www.metacritic.com/game/pc/postal-2-share-the-pain
http://www.metacritic.com/game/xbox-360/fallout-3
http://www.metacritic.com/game/xbox-360/fallout-3
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=mMK5_ogGIS_oemZ3g1x9GEwwcRXKHLYo9HgqyDHeinkv4VC8pVbKF_Ddzv_gMxWJ3A6Vb9sEEty17zqmHpThKTAGoc3WGT0JDs4GOpP4ovQu_QVM9pP9DpG0xOwAH1GZ64.mMBbCUjQIeRmWQnuC9PvbBn0QoivBoF2RuXzyCKPNdHMfbsHTdQvM2CfeRSiXMrGoBGOU.xhSX1VbrCC7HYAFS153lW4OGXqNo8sJjQERpeWezq2U9EhUlDZB3Z0RPVBbx9wGFv8C8KGBHPL4mwsvlb_5ZPP.irvxA7J6HDvwKmEXwcFUgytx.DZOCBKfK1sUwXDw80ScXsOkjEvj5QvBflwuzSoQPiGwdMGD4cX_O8BnRl5iwRnou3V2RMS.Ds6PPixlc2jRvwa_ALT2.LHwrNBYMTh2erZM9mvQMnfVn_VSRHsIyyURoxVtn0OaT.HCXrBGKaXdUUfKAGojES5a_Ky7hTZhi0pJwnI25w5LWjx6DiX3rjTSnZaf1g1ZMAMRZ_TyfeUZ4zhTLyAfDBMxybQbtvDZlgWxbKLfevZgrkGGaM0WF0yysfnSm78hbBOEiTSt9ZJuYL_tq6lHZIO6Bo0AENwy2XrrdNEkAcftz.bODLsVu6VZ87v0F.dgHejxLsP8.CfHIfT2u84_ylr.cgVjQuUxiLaCKZhiloNT1W09VFEog9vGXybNlsPgSprzsVuvelNmvhZB7NEks1DYgspbRZWDv8nxlX5Mdi4m6EsiVhQPgyXPKrMEs0PgvjOFc3uJ0ETQdw5yljHKapTYKorDyP8TYMgvDe6cvmAY6zaZEEssWde.FNaLfisN839wI0YCk8mSVEaSaIW_UT9MaZgkzPwMScHgX8aceDY9VESDnpG3n80pQJci7ee8igGzXR_7fJrqMQGuH6lqPdV4oLLOi4JN6KY__vf_S77wjhhJfBE.VnDTt1eZtc5fH9yrhFAXG2rUoq4yRvz51E0QCx9S0H1i58.edDvawvQ6YvnI9LcLpx1nRARZbaXkO74ETrqTM6_cQ_GuC7axBnjOOigX_OELC44ShoQbyC3nqWdt9nfI7IH4ttSx%26lp=
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=mMK5_ogGIS_oemZ3g1x9GEwwcRXKHLYo9HgqyDHeinkv4VC8pVbKF_Ddzv_gMxWJ3A6Vb9sEEty17zqmHpThKTAGoc3WGT0JDs4GOpP4ovQu_QVM9pP9DpG0xOwAH1GZ64.mMBbCUjQIeRmWQnuC9PvbBn0QoivBoF2RuXzyCKPNdHMfbsHTdQvM2CfeRSiXMrGoBGOU.xhSX1VbrCC7HYAFS153lW4OGXqNo8sJjQERpeWezq2U9EhUlDZB3Z0RPVBbx9wGFv8C8KGBHPL4mwsvlb_5ZPP.irvxA7J6HDvwKmEXwcFUgytx.DZOCBKfK1sUwXDw80ScXsOkjEvj5QvBflwuzSoQPiGwdMGD4cX_O8BnRl5iwRnou3V2RMS.Ds6PPixlc2jRvwa_ALT2.LHwrNBYMTh2erZM9mvQMnfVn_VSRHsIyyURoxVtn0OaT.HCXrBGKaXdUUfKAGojES5a_Ky7hTZhi0pJwnI25w5LWjx6DiX3rjTSnZaf1g1ZMAMRZ_TyfeUZ4zhTLyAfDBMxybQbtvDZlgWxbKLfevZgrkGGaM0WF0yysfnSm78hbBOEiTSt9ZJuYL_tq6lHZIO6Bo0AENwy2XrrdNEkAcftz.bODLsVu6VZ87v0F.dgHejxLsP8.CfHIfT2u84_ylr.cgVjQuUxiLaCKZhiloNT1W09VFEog9vGXybNlsPgSprzsVuvelNmvhZB7NEks1DYgspbRZWDv8nxlX5Mdi4m6EsiVhQPgyXPKrMEs0PgvjOFc3uJ0ETQdw5yljHKapTYKorDyP8TYMgvDe6cvmAY6zaZEEssWde.FNaLfisN839wI0YCk8mSVEaSaIW_UT9MaZgkzPwMScHgX8aceDY9VESDnpG3n80pQJci7ee8igGzXR_7fJrqMQGuH6lqPdV4oLLOi4JN6KY__vf_S77wjhhJfBE.VnDTt1eZtc5fH9yrhFAXG2rUoq4yRvz51E0QCx9S0H1i58.edDvawvQ6YvnI9LcLpx1nRARZbaXkO74ETrqTM6_cQ_GuC7axBnjOOigX_OELC44ShoQbyC3nqWdt9nfI7IH4ttSx%26lp=

"Palestinian Chicken" dir. by Robert B. Weide

Girls - . 0% 129 [
"She Did" dir. by Lena Dunham

Louie

"Duckling" dir. by Louis C.K.

Modern Family
"Baby On Board" dir. by Steven Levitan

63 | 35% [
.

13% [ 20%

Modern Family

. ) . , 0% 1% |
"Virgin Territory" dir. by Jason Winer

New Girl

, . 0% 9% |
"Pilot" dir. by Jake Kasdan

Drama nominees

While Mad Men has owned the outstanding drama series category in recent years, it faces
even tougher competition this time as it goes for its fifth straight victory. Both experts and users
suggest that the ever-building buzz for Breaking Bad might finally tempt Emmy voters to switch
their votes to that show, while the additions of Downton Abbey (previously eligible in the
miniseries category) and Homeland serve as additional wildcards. The lead acting categories
seem set—Bryan Cranston should collect his fourth trophy in four tries for Breaking Bad, while
if anyone other than Claire Danes wins in her category, it'll be a major upset—and if the experts
are correct, there is little suspense in the supporting categories, too (though our users think
otherwise).
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Movie and miniseries nominees

While users give a slight edge to UK import Sherlock, many experts suggest that the topicality
of the election-themed Game Change (as well as its HBO-ness, of course) would win the day.
Two of the latter's stars seem locks in their acting categories, while the former's Benedict
Cumberbatch is favored by experts and users alike to win his first Emmy in his first attempt.
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Other shows

Another year, another victory for The Amazing Race and The Daily Show? The latter is going
for its 10th straight win, while the former can win its ninth trophy in 10 tries, and it seems like
there is little standing in the way of either show.
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After the ceremony




On Monday morning, we'll return with a full list of winners, and a look at which experts and
users had the most accurate predictions. We'll also sample the responses from TV critics to
this year's broadcast.
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